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Ftron. Kathie Stein
E nvironmental Appeals Boand
U.S. Environmental Protection Aqency
1341 G Street NW
Suite 600
\Washington, D.C 20005

Re: In re Sheli Offshort Inc, OCS AppealNos.0Z-Ol k.07-O2

Dear Judge Stein:

We are writing to provide additional information about the current status of Shell Offshore Inc.'s
acquisition of permits for the 2OO7 drilling season and related prcceedings in the U.S. Coun of
Appeals for the Nurrh Circuit.

On Augwt 17 ,20Q7, SOI filed with the Ninth Circuit a petidon for reconsideration or rthearing
en banc of the court's August 15,2007 order staying the effect of the MIv6'approval of SOI's
exploration plan. Yesterday the Ninth Circuit ordered petitioners in that case to file a response
to SOI's petition within seven daF, nodng in the order that SOI's petition "warrants a response."
A copy of the order is enclosed.

SOI continues to actively seek and obtain final permits/administrative approvals for explontion
drilling in the Beaufort Sea during what will remain of the 2OOZ open warcr season after whale
hunting is concluded in mid- to late-september. This week SOI received its Letter of
Authorization from the U.S. Fish and \{/rldlife Service under the Marine Mammal Protection Act
authorizing the "incidental take" of polar bean.
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Accordingly, SOI reiterates its request that the Environmental Appeals Board dercrmine the
referenced appeals as expeditiously as possible. Should the Ninth Circuit lift the current say,
SOI would hope to be able to move forward immediatelywith ia search for critical petroleum
resources on its Beaufon Sea leases. tX/e will continue to advise Your Ftronor promptly of
relevant developments. Please do not hesitate to contact me if the BoanC wishes more
mronnauon.

Counsel for Shell Offshore Inc.

C-c: with enclosures

Eric Jorgensen
Clalton Jemigan
Mchael t eVine
EARr}{tnTIG'
325 Founh Street
Juneau, AK 99801

L,nns wlnter
C,rag law Gnter
917 S\X/OakSt., Suite 417
Ponland, OR97205

Elliot Zenick
Juliane Nfatthews
Office of Regional Counsel
U.S. EP{ Region 10
1200 Sixth Avemre
Seattle, rX/A 98101
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ALAS.KA WLDERNF.SS LEAGUE; et
al..

DIRK KEMPTHORNE; ct al.,

Rcspondcnts,

S}IEI..I, OFFSHORE, INC:."

Rcspondcnt - Intervcnor.

TUSISTING ENVIRONMEN' I'AL
DESTRUCTION ON INI)IGENOTIS
LANT)S, APROJECT OF TIIE
INDIGENOUS FNVIRONMENTA f .,
NETTVORK; et al.,

Petilioners,

DIRK KEMPTHORNE; ct at,'

Respoudcnts,

SHELT. OFFSHORE, TNC.,

Respondent - lntervcnor.

UNTFD STA1ES CO(IRT OF APPEALS

I.OR THIJ NINTII CIRC{JIT

FILED
AUG 2I MT

CAIHY A. CATTERSON. CLERK
U.S. COURT OF APPEALS

No.07-71457

ORDER

No.07-71989
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NORTH SLOPE.BOROIIGH; ct at.,

Pr,:titioners,

DIRK KEMP'IH0RNF,; et nl.,

No.07-72183

Rcspondents.

SHELL OFFSHORE, INC.,

Respondent - IDtervenor.

Before: SCHROEIIER, Chief Judges, HAWKINS and WARDLAW, Circuir Juclges.

The court has reccived Intervcnor-Respondent Shell Ofhhore, Inc.'s motion

firr reconsideration rrn<Vor en banc considcration of its August 15, ?007 order.

'Ihe motion for rcoonsidcration anrVor cn banc consideration warants a

rcsponsc. S'ae 9th Ch. R. 27-10. Accordingly, within 7 day.s after the filing date

of this ordcr, petitioners shall file antl serye a consoliclated rosDonse not to cxceerl

Ilfteen pagcs.

Thc briefing schedulc established prcviously shall remain in cllbct.
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